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RISING STAR “THEATRE FOR EVERYONE” 

INCLUSION & ACCESS AWARD E-APPLICATION


The Rising Star “Theatre for Everyone” Inclusion & Access Award recognizes excellence in the promotion and practice of creative inclusion of students and adults with disabilities as performers, designers, musicians and production staff.  Additionally, this award also seeks to recognize and reward a school that takes steps to ensure their performances are accessible to audiences with disabilities. An award of $1,000 will be given to a single deserving school selected by a panel of Evaluators from Paper Mill Playhouse, VSA New Jersey and the Cultural Access Network of New Jersey.  
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Paper Mill Playhouse is much more than what is produced on our stage. The theater has an extensive program of award-winning community services, including sign-interpreted performances, open-captioned performances, wheelchair seating, audio description & sensory seminars and Braille and large-print programs. The theater permits barrier-free access for patrons using wheelchairs or walkers. On-grade entrances, elevators, railings, and wide doorways allow people to reach all areas of the theater. Designated parking spaces are conveniently located, and accessible restroom facilities are available at orchestra level. The orchestra section has integrated seating for patrons in wheelchairs.
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The Cultural Access Network of New Jersey, a co-sponsored project of the New Jersey State Council on the Arts and the New Jersey Theatre Alliance, was created in 1992 to assist all cultural arts organizations in making their programs and facilities accessible to individuals with disabilities. The Cultural Access Network is comprised of individuals with specific knowledge and expertise in areas relating to accessible programming and facilities. Since its inception, the Cultural Access Network has been a resource for New Jersey’s arts community to use as they make structural and programmatic changes in order to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All of the Cultural Access Network’s programs and services are made possible by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.



Founded in 1978, VSA New Jersey is a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting the creative power of people with disabilities. The organization is part of the international VSA network, an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. VSA New Jersey's arts education programs provide unique opportunities to promote skills while preparing students to meet the challenges of the 21st century. Innovation and creativity abound as participants delve into sequential, curriculum-based projects involving the visual arts, theatre, creative writing, dance, and music. Each host school or community site works in collaboration with VSA New Jersey to design a custom program around specific goals.
APPLICATION AND SUPPORT MATERIALS** ARE DUE NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 2012 AT 5:00 PM
SCHOOL NAME:

school name
NJ COUNTY:  

NJ county
DIRECTOR/COORDINATING TEACHER’S NAME:
teacher/director
SCHOOL ADDRESS:
school address 1


school address 2


city, NJ   zip code


SCHOOL PHONE NUMBER:

school phone number with extension
SCHOOL FAX NUMBER:

school fax number
SCHOOL E-MAIL ADDRESS:  
school e-mail
DIRECTOR/COORDINATING TEACHER’S HOME ADDRESS:  (REQUIRED)





home address 1




home address 2

city, NJ   zip code
HOME PHONE NUMBER:

home phone
HOME CELL NUMBER:

cell phone
HOME E-MAIL ADDRESS:  
home e-mail
TITLE OF 2012 MUSICAL:
“NAME OF MUSICAL”

Please answer all of the following questions.

PART ONE – Production Access & Inclusion


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I affirm that our casting, production and design positions are open to all, regardless of disability.  

a) Please discuss how you incorporated people with disabilities into the production of your musical.  Identify any accommodations that were necessary and the desired outcome of your efforts. 
you may type unlimited text
b) Did your musical incorporate access themes either through the script (as in THE WHO’S TOMMY) or through direction (as in Deaf West’s BIG RIVER)? 
you may type unlimited text
c) Please add anything else you care to share about your musical’s access and inclusion activities. 
you may type unlimited text
PART TWO – Audience Accessibility & Inclusion
Please check all that apply:

PHYSICAL ACCESS (structural and design)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Accessible or valet parking
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 On-grade access to building, auditorium and seating (ramps)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Wheelchair and companion seating – integrated and dispersed
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Accessible restrooms, water fountains, telephones
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Accessible box office / concession stand
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assistive Listening System for those with hearing loss
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If any of the above are not present, please state what is being done to accommodate patrons that promotes dignity and independence for theatergoers with disabilities and senior adults: you may type unlimited text
PROGRAMATIC ACCESS (effective communication)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sign-Interpretation for the deaf and those with hearing loss


(American Sign Language translation of the dialogue & lyrics by trained interpreters)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Open-Captioning for the deaf and those with hearing loss


(Dialogue & lyrics displayed adjacent to the stage as they are spoken onstage)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Audio-Description for the blind and those with vision loss


(Live, concise, verbal translation of the visual action in-between lines of dialogue & lyrics via a personal receiver)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sensory Seminars / Touch Tours for the blind and those with vision loss


(Pre- or post-show hands-on interaction and description of key sets, costumes and props)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Braille programs 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Large Print programs 

a) If these services are offered, are they scheduled or upon-request? 
you may type unlimited text
b) How are theses programs and services being marketed to people with disabilities (i.e. print ads, mailings or internet)?  Describe how you are letting people know that they are available. 
you may type unlimited text
c) Do you offer special pricing and/or scheduling for patrons with disabilities and/or senior adults (i.e. senior matinee)? If so, please describe: 
you may type unlimited text
d) How many people with disabilities and/or senior adults do you expect to take advantage of these services? 
you may type unlimited text
**PLEASE ATTACH SUPPORT MATERIAL SUCH AS:  STUDENT ESSAYS OR EXAMPLES OF INCLUSION & ACCESS RELATED TO THE MUSICAL, PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO (DVD’S), NEWSPAPER ARTICLES, SCRAPBOOK, ETC.

SUPPORT MATERIAL SUBMITED FOR THE RISING STAR “THEATRE FOR EVERYONE” INCLUSION & ACCESS AWARD SHOULD BE CLEARLY LABELED AND WILL BE SEPARATED FROM YOUR OTHER MATERIAL SUBMITTED TO PAPER MILL.  ALL APPLICANTS MUST INCLUDE THE SUPPORT MATERIAL PACKING SLIP WITH THEIR ITEMS.

Applications and Support Material must be received by the Paper Mill Education Department
by Friday April 20, 2012 at 5:00pm 

Paper Mill Playhouse  ( 2012 Rising Star Awards

